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IMPORTANT NEW BOOK" PUBLICATIONS 

FIRDOUSI AND THE SHAHNAMA by P. & Vacfaha 
(Rs, 12-8). In this book the author applies FirdousVs poetry 
and principles of criticism, evolved fay great European critics 
from o study of the groat poetical daisies of the world. The 
book is primarily meant for Parsis and students of Persian 
Literature, But It will also interest readers of English Interest- 
ed in poetry and literature in general, 

TRUSTEES' & AUDITORS' GUIDE TO BOMBAY PUBLIC 
TRUSTS ACT— 1950 and BOMBAY PUBLIC TRUSTS RULES— 
1951 by Prof. PestonJi C. Hansofta and Dr. Rmtom C Cooper 
(Re. 143) contains the rules, basic facte, specimen forms and 
schedules, which the secretaries of charitable institutions, law- 
yers and laymen should know for efficient admmistrancri of 
the Trusts. 

THE HISTORY OF THE PARSt PUNCHAYET OF BOMBAY 
by Sahrab P. Davar (Rs. 3) shows the toy to the unoerstanding 
of the belief a, customs and tondencfes of the present-day 
Parsts, and includes a good deed of other interesting material. 

LIFE IN ANCIENT INDIA AS PE?:CTED IN THE JAIN 
CANONS by J. C. Jain (Rs. 35) is an Adrainisirativa Economic, 
Social and Geographical Survey on Ancient Ind com- 

mentaries. 

INDIA'S FOREIGN POLICY by Dr. M. Ganju (Rs. 5). 
India has already attained a position of prominence and im- 
portance in international affairs. This book focuses the atten- 
tion of IhJnklng Indians towards ihe importance of our foreign 
affairs. 

SWITZERLAND SHOWS THE WAY by Chanson Lai 
CRb, 16) gives a most irtiefeslku? description of many Swiss in- 
dustrial concerns the, products of which have attained high 
currency value in India. II shows you how SwiUerland is a 
true democracy and a workers' paradise. 

COTTAGE INDUSTRIES AND AGRICULTURE IN JAPAN 
by Chaman Lai (Rel 12 S) stimulates) Interest in the subject and 
comes ol assistance to all those who are interested in Ihe 
revival ol cottage industries for the prosperity of she Indian 
nation, 

NEW BOOK COMPANY. LTD., 
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PREFACE 

The whole world with its diverse races, has chang&d cm 
»UU rapidly changing. Each one eamastly desires to know the 
pass and present ol the other — history, science, r^ 
— India, in fact. Is rebuilding a new social organism after her 
litispendence, and her castes and communities, by a common 
mixture, are evolving a fresh culture- When her political 
economic and social evolution was suppressed by the forces 
of Time, the Foresee held the lead and opened up channels ci 
freedom, other vast races and communita accepting ii wilt 
ly to their own advantage. Not only the new geoeratlotis tn 
India, but also the new peoples ol both Asia and Europe, 
therefore, must know something about the past of the Parages 
and their present. And they mu3i know q utrlrr y and brief! 

modem moments ore briefer than used to be — the bullock- 
cart having been replaced by the jet-plane. 

The present book 1b, accordingly, w 
purpo.- jlfil a need the rapid times demand Ii shoul I 

be a permanent and coveted possession with the youth of the 
Parse© community, indeed. lor no world knowledge could be 
complete or even effectively helpful with our youth unless 
own foundations are deep-laid In the knowledge of their t 
heritage. The Parsee that knows end perhaps emulate? Akbax 
and Eitzaboth. surely, must know first about Shahpoor and 
Naosherwan. Toe non-Parsee will find Persian historical 
characters worthy of emulation, only if he knew about them. 

The present book lays no pretensions to eihausiivenesa 
u: any direction historically to be treated. It attempts to sug- 
gest that the Parsee too is a valued part of the component 
whole, and that iheretare, his whole history must be agreeably 
known, appreciated, and his deserving place in the grow 
fabric should be worthily accorded to him. 

The genesis of the book has a bar: I in my resf 

friendship . ' silenl social servant and notable r 

nessman — Mr, Dtnohaw Beheram Irani a noble son c»! i 



rauaity and a nobler one of his native country. To hiin mere 
theoretic lalking abc :xt to jhe community, service to 

rho 5?<'ij of the kH9 Dm- 

and the lata D.nshoh Jeeteebboy Irani of 

y, who thrco decades ago rendered great literary 

: _se© community. Diashaw Beberam asked me 

hen encourage Bo write this Brtet xiistaiy at the 

^ss. 

rh a good Parser reader will tender his 

the publication of this small book, as I do -while 
13 i! for print E -Tshaw rigntly deems, is a practi- 

phcrw of his servic a hers. 






Khar, Bombay. 
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A Brief History Of Parsees 

Today s man b a product at thousand* of years of pro* 
-zz&sm and civilisation. In the north of modern Iran there ant the 
Pamirs, supposed to be the roof of the world in ray ancient 
TaU, lair-eyed muscular Aryans descended nam here 
Iran.„AiryaneriJ Vae#oJraavej..-Arya Vrulta... centuries 
ergo, 

Gayasnaid.. Ckiyernareton. ... the first among civilised 
Aryan* impknv-sd his banner of conquest on the soil of Iran. 
He founded what Later came to be known as the Pesndccuan 
dynasiy of miers oflran, beginning with Hushang, The coun- 
try then was nal small as it is today, liko the palm of our 
hand. It ejeended far beyond Asia Minor io the west and 
Kashmir and beyond to the east Man had 'hen to cooperate 
with nature for securing his toad and clothing, and raising shel- 

:; his protecUon. Today, man seeks to master nature by the 
force of science, so advanced has been the human mind. The 
Peshdadtons tilled the* land with rude, pointed Instruments, and 
when it rained they bent their knees to some unknown Higher 
Power, they saw in the rising sun or the setting moon in thank- 
ful reverence for sending rain which, to them curious enough, 
helped to grow various sorts of entrrhteff They scoured streams 
-TTvi rivulets, sitting on curved floating planks of wood. They 
also rode on bone-back, milked cows and buffaloes, and 
tamed dogs to watch their rude cottagee—these three insepara- 
ble friend? of mankind, 

PESHDADtANS-LAW GIVErTS 

Hushang the first Lawgiver, anrtdnnHilry struck a Bint- 
stone against another, and lo, sparks of Era foil on 
ih© gmss dose by. Flames of fire thus origiruited with 
man — ire thai gave light at night and cooked food far 

■areiainers. The Peshdadlaru observed the day of In- 
vention of fire with Jashan cdlebrahons. The occasion is ob- 
served down till the present day with great eclat among all the 
Persians U is commonly (armed " Joshane^addeh ". The 
people in ban axe changed, with Islam as their stale religion 
and Muslim os their way of common, life: yet this official cele- 
-ratton has been enjoined in fVrna by 'he Muslim rule there 
continuing down nil today. 

I 
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So deep is tbe ineKooeabb feeling for ore at the piacs- 
of Us ftnt birth The fish of the sea, the bird* of the air, one 
■its r m t n nte of the land provided man with food for their flesh 
was roasted in the lighted fire and eaten with relish- 

1 arashosd was the greatest: among all Peehaadjazm (or he 
was devoted to the pursuit of the highest and the best in human 
mind. He introduced the plough for culjrvauaa, potii for cook 
ing and candle-lights for lighting the thatch-roofed hi 
which the PO] Ol the Hot© lived Iranians In those day;, 

dwelt in scattered villages; cities had not yet been bom 
famsbsad laid down rural roads for transport by carts drawn 
by bullocks and b .Haloes. It is also recorded that he intro- 
duced, a system of education among the people, of which '-h= 
iiHoreni dosses took advantage. He divided his peopl 
four ilasuos, Uke what Manu. the Indian philosopher later dkL- 
Le. sodaUy bo split mrmiimi into: — !. Alhravan; 2. Rathesh- 
fars,- 3. Vastartyofsh: and 4 Huiothshes. trus corresponds lo 
Manu's division of Aryans into; — Brahmans. Ksbatriyas-war 
flora, Valshnava*. meaning traders, and Untouchables doing 
the lower functions of society. It should be noteworthy the?: 
since the times of Jamshed everywhere on the globe, man be 
longs lo either the one or the other group out oi those that 
[amsheed devised in ages gone by. Each section to his allot 
ted task was jamsheed s command lo his people, eo thai the 
r.'ate could be prosperous, and people happy. 

Jamsheed ihareafter engaged himself in pursuit of science 
and wisdom. Peace and contentment at borne always breed 
a desire far mental culture; and though there were no means 
to pursue scholarship, Jamsheed consulted Nature and her 
children, such as the sun and the stars, and devised a code 
of scientific thinking which has been down till 'he modem 
times iraHaled by advanced science and philosophy. Or, 
.study d Nature he found thai the day and night were equal 
in length of lime on March 21st thai all nature wore a new 
appearance on that day and thenceforward, that ice melted 
away and earth wore a fresh garb of a delightful newness at 
lite. That oeoofjan was named Jonashsodi NaofoJe— a festival 
observed all over the globe down nil the present day. where 
it day and night has passed Into a belief. lam 
sheed 's discovery led to the introduction of a regular calendar 
acoepted by later sstroiiarners of a avilised world 
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The monarch who had spiritual correspondence with Ihe 
•thersal system advanced deeper along Ihe path. To him is 
mrfbuted the invention of the cess fa nited *'Jan>e4ebarhNuma"", 

rgmmft Y] a glass pitcher exhibiting the whole world, by which 

rte saw c"*j read into the secrete of nature, lie even fare-told 
utroEogicoi truths Hfiw could such a prince of power and 

plenty not experience peace and prosperity in the land of his 

rule? 

him is also assigned the privilege of hist rinding homo 

made wine, commonly used for medicinal purposes — wine 

mada out of green grapes that he stored in a }ar, which when 

iisBolved by the hand of time resulted in luscious effective 

medicine drunk in time of sickness, as did ]a m sho e d V 

maidservant cure herself when she caught incurable 

head-adie. Later people* of the world made such 

ee a dally draught in the eeen-ume as a remedy agamst 

ailments and fatigue of the body and of the mind, 

^nttnuos down till the present daf though ages have gone 

by since kunshoed tirst invented it. In the latter days oi lam 

jheod's reign invasions were made by savage, uncivilised 

tribes from north-en e? and east led by Zuhhak, the son of 

Mirtas. who was known, as Firdausi the groat poet. records, 

for his tyrannous nature, Jamsheed was too mighty a 

monarch, io fall : verify, it has been wisely said by saints 

and philosophers, "Pride goeth before destruction and a, 

haughty temper before a fall' 4 , jamsheed m later time of his 

life proclaimed himself to be the god of alt nations; and 

>he humble people bowed low b ef ore him; yet the God of all 

features reduced him to dust at the hand of a low human 

being Zuhhak— about whom it is related that h& carried 

'wo snakes grown over his shoulders, which doily needed 

*W0 human brains to sustain themselves. Physiologically. 

y seems rather to bo untrue; but it has its imperishable 
Tiorai, namely that his evil treatment of ihe good and 
iaithful retorted itself in. physical deformity to himself and in 
wretchedness to all who had the misfortune to live m his ugly 
?e49n. "Hani soil qui maly pense". says a Frenrh proverb 
Evil to him who evil thinks"; and the powers that ever rule 
human deeds reacted upon Zuhhak loo. He fell and died a 
miserable death as is shown below. Ere this, Jamsheed dted. 
and Jot a time mere reigned chaos in Iran. The royal family 
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mode its abode in far away mountains. Then arose* a popu 
lor rustic farmef leader, Kaveh by name— who, ilka Wot Tffe 
the English leader of revolt agains! King Richard raised th: 
banner of opposition against Zuhhak. That was the fanwuF- 
"Darfsh-e-KcrvYCffii" that conlirrued with the Persians for long 
long yoars, until our empire was extinguished when the las 
Sassanian prince, Yazdeglrd ITT Tell at the hand of the Arar 
conquerors, Kaveh sought the military assistance of Far 
a remnant of Jamsheed's family, and they both extirpatea 
Zuhhak, in honour of which the Persians celebrated "Jashan 
e-Meherangan," It continued in Iran lor a long time- 



FarJddun was anointed prince of Iran, and he spread hie 
conquests far and wide till all ihe lost territory was re-acqutr 
ed- Besides Kaveh, Iran produced great heroes like Sam 
Nariman, and Kershasp and Zail, whose glorious deeds fill th^ 
lusteraus pages of our firs! history. Domestic disputes ter 
unnoted Fariddun's brilliant career. The above powerful 
warriors whose List eon be complete oniy with the fecl-ision 
of the renowned Rustam, the illustrious son of the above Zall. 
filled the pages of royal history during the dyta days of Ihe 
Pe^hdadian dynasty. Iraj. Moanchehsr, Maudar. Zoo, sue 
cessively passed like shadows on the mop of Iran,- and these 
immortai warriors defended the country against devastating 
attacks of another anti-Iranian foe — Afraaiob — who terrorised 
.the land for a number of years, Rustam the bram rode his 
mighty Rafcsh and lifted his paadefous mntv and kept at 
bay the savage Afrasiah and his rude tribe of Turanians- With 
be doath of Zoo, the Pe«hdoxiian sun sot leaving Rustam 
alone in the field to save me glory and pursue '.he continuity 
of the crown of Iran. 

KAYAN1ANS 

The Kayas-Kavis-the tribe of the haJy men. lived in Alfourz 
a mountainous region They were dsecendants of the lar 
of the Peshdadians. Kobad. !bc chief of them all. was brough' 
out by Rustam from the hills as the Icwful successor to fhf- 
throne. Kobad, Zall and Rustam led the way of battle agams* 
Afraskib, with Mehrab, the king of Kabul Gushleham, the 
son of Naudar, Koran and Kishwad arrayed to the rtgh* 
the left and the centre Afraskib wielded his heavy mace 



against the Iranians in company with Akbas and Gareivaz. 
The grave battle resumed in victory for th© Iranians, and 
Kobad happily ruled the land in peace and plenty for a num- 
ber of years. The days of Kai Kaus. his successor, passed 
ji fighting and bringing under control the numerous maraud 
ing tribes round about his rorritory, called MazcrndaraiK- 
a term which we use today for mischievous tads. Rustam 
done could bring them to their knees.- He performed 'he 
Seven Labours like what Hercules the Greek hero did in 
later times. Kaus stretched his conauesl as far as modem 
Europe and Africa. The Iranians in those antique days were 
a civilising force, and whatever peoples they subdued w: 
brought by ihem within the pale of advanced thought and 
teetlng Unto Rustam. the prince was so indebted thai hc- 
dowered him with the honour of "fehan Pehetwan", Le. World 
Hero. Kaus advanced the meteorological science from where 
Jamsheed had left; he invented the balloon and founded a 
:?orok>qrical institution first in 'he whole world. 

The world constantly passes through a process of evolu- 
tion, lust as the new becomes the old, the old too, turns 

isel and becomes new in old. The aeroplane of today was 
known to the anciente. Ev*r ; "he Hmdu epics sing ci these 
means of travel by air, 

But while Kaus was pursuing the paths of knowledge and 
science, his brave general Rustam was passing through a 
romance. Rusiam married Tehemina the daughter of prince 
of Samangan and while parting with her for his favot-i 
martial pursuits, he dowered her with an insignia :o be tied 
around ihe arm of Ihe child if 11 was a male. Indeed, a son 
was born to Tehemina. Sohrab by name, brave and sialwart 
like the father himself- Father and son not knowing each 
•'Jlher met in the field of battle from apposite sides; and it was 
only when Rustam chanced to see the armlet tied to Sohrab' & 
arm while the latter was breathing his last that the lather 
realised the gravest mistake of his life in thrusting his ponjaxd 
m his own dear sons heart during the fateful fight. Then 
Rustam pined and died of sore remorse. 

Iran now suffered from internal dissensions, and Kai 
Siyavush passed an uneventful period except that he perform 
-i a unique miracle of going through fire to prove his inno- 
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cejjee m record :o a scacdo] in which hie enemies involvei 
him with Subabeh his- siep-mother. Warriors Gwv, Toos, ana 
Gudars held military power over Iran now; and after Siya 
vushs dMth. rivalry ensued between Fanburs the son oi B 
and-JChusrau the son of Siyavush. in which Too* and Gudarz 
look oppasr.e sides. At last, Kai JChitBau's claims were re- 
cognised according lo Iranian dynastic traditions. Khusrau 
engagod himself in battles againat Iran's enemies led by the 
descendants of Afrcsiyab, whom he drove away across the 
boraer* at China long ago known to our ancestors. Khusrau 
was a prince devoted to the pursuit of God as one unity; he 
destroyed - and founded the day of "Adar 

Grushasp" in honour of his conquest oi Bohroan Dcnn or the 
tort oi Behrnan. He attended his territory so cs to cover 
Turan. the ancestral opponent of Iran. He tended the poor 
ind the side, and nursed and educated orphans and widows- 
He was so deeply given up to God thai I! is said of him thai 
he disappeared in thin car on the take-side oi Choychaste— 

a Kaspian, where he used to sit absorbed in pray* 
Legend quotes b ri tike that of King Arthur oi Britain, 

The last KayaniicjL Gushtasp, is immortalised by 
the advent of Zarathush'ro, for during his reign Zara- 
Lfhtrc founded the religion of Purity and gave a new 
•urn of Itfe and thought to humanity. Gushtasp converted to 
2arothuflhtra*s faith, gave a great Impetus to the 
spread of Zoroastrkm creed. The Chines* prince Arjasp 
and his lieutenant Btdaratsh were detoe'ed ignoaunjousiy 
when they fought against Asphandtar. the son of Gushtasp 
who. too, Was a staunch follower of Zaraihshtrn. Asphcmdiar 
commonly coiled TRooiibTan" Le* at the body as hard as 
hronse. passed through the same taraaf "labours'' as Rustao, 
did in his youth. An experienced soldier Then, he suppressed 
his Chinese onemies — Ariasp and Kohrrcm. Asphcmdtar then 
hastened to secure the throne from his father Gushtasp which 
brought about internal disputes leading to the down tall of the 
Kayanton dynasty itself. A warrior Hustam by name, shot 
through the only vulnerable part of Asphandlar^ body, name- 
ly the eye; and his enemy Shuahod trapped Rutrtam into his 
.-note death 

The Kayanians tived o romantic period m the history of 
tf.cn. or . ; armed sovereignty, well equipped with 
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ouj conveniences hie then demanded At the foil of the 
last of the Kayanians, history rambles in uncertain time. The 
Iranian* did not change their father-land. Some of them, indeed 
settled under less tyrannical rulers in countries lo the north 
and to Iho east; others toolc refuse in the adjoining territories: 
but all lived as true and etc oweis of the Rrophet Zoic 

Ihuahtra, so deep-rooted was their faith in the teachings of the 
-Treat seer and messenger of God. Born of Pourushaep c 
Doghdo, Zaralhushtia early entered the stage oi allonco, etudy 
and med l*^™ tor l2 years in the mountain of Ushidarena 
and when ho descended into the world, he first preached the 
doctrine of one God Ahmu Mazda, Zarathushtra's death at 
the hand, of invading marauders in the sacred temple of 
Noosh-Adar along with eighty of his choice followers lent « 
strong Impetus to the propagation of His faith. He taught the 
sunplest truths with which to guard ourselves in list, sach as 
Good Thoughts, Good Words, and Good Deeds. Hii saence 
virus based on Asha. Le- purity— both of the body mind Qad 
the soul. It was a doctrine which none before Hun in life 
had taught It materially changed aU the forces of growing 
civilisation, and put man along I he path of personal effort to 
save himself from Evil [Angre Mcrinyuah) and accept Good 
(Sapenlo Mainyush) as his passport to Heaven. Zarathshtra 
gave to manJcifi sal wfedom to Uvo, and to onioy an 

ever better Ilia 

HAKRAMANIANS 
The Parsis are an historical race. Their pas' 
•vjled with the uncertain changeful destiny of Time. They 
baffled Tune at certain periods of their racial career. Time 
baffled them at others. They lived and flourished in central 
Asia; then extended east and west; then contracted within the 
area of narrow crvilisation to which they did not contribute 
!itile>. and out of which modern forces of life and thought 
took their birth, life marches On; Time lags behind 

When Gushtasp and Aspbandiar (ell, on historical cloud 
overwhelms the Parsi race, about which period the Shah Na 
men of Firdausi and the Bundahish, a religious book com© to 
nur rescue. Later, European scholars found in their research 
that for an unknown period diverse classes ol people swept 
past the geography of mid-Asia, and the Iranian.*, sided with 
the changing governments, or opposed nwm en jhey four 
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researy fc do ior setf-saastance. Then struggle in iavour of 
securing land, uyuinsi :he slate, hils some remarkable chapter; 
In the history of m ankin d The Po/sjs remained a compax" 
entity, and once again time revolved lo help to make them 

regain their lost empire. 

No race upon ibis earth is free from cx>mmixtuie with 
others. Blood is pure In every stage of progress; blood if 
-iniversally red- After an unknown period of time arose once 
ain the Persian Zoroastricns. Hakhamanians — Achoeme- 
nians in Greek history — by name, who survived the losses of 
earth by keeping firm on stead fast hold of their faith. The 
Greeks ere this, had planted their power on Ihe east Th«- 
Hakhamanians proved lo be their bitterest opponents, Foe 
et foe on an equal ground and carvings in hills and mour 
"crins show that out of nothing that was, the great founder ot 
'he Hakhamanian dynasty created a worthy country to face 
the Greeks ready to extend into art empire thai was erstwhile 

CYRUS THE GREAT 

Perse Gardes, a small town in Perses-Fars was oil 
Cyrus possessed, out of which !o build a new greet 
state. Like most other personages of history. Cyrus nursed both 
his rrund and his body in freedom, and at an early age, con 
quered no: only Perses, but also the whole of the Median 
-errhory round about War was his Joy as dictated by the 
rstery of the age. and he readily made all sacniicos for the 
call made upon him. Lydia in the wesi was first conquered 
with Cappadosia on ihe way- Chraesus the -.chest man of 
tfane L^anwdered himself to be the happiest man upon the 
le abundance of r;che s he possessed. Solon the wise 
lira against his pnde; and when Cyrus cap 
rared all ms wealth he exclaimed "Solon- Solon, thou wast 
right", by which history records the greatest test of imperaaa 
nency of wealth. However, Gyrus did not sxerriB© upon him 
"he tyranny of the age, and mode him one of his closest 
con//dar 

Cyrus thereafter, conquered Assyria; bu ark- 

able conquests may be registered as those of Eonia. 
Eolia Canq and Lycia -well-built Greek states, along w 
some others on the coast-line of Asia. Cyrus secured during 
march homeward, Scyrhxj and Babylonia, th* 
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b-mrory between the Tigris and the Euprirates. in 

portion as the Babylonians loved luxury, their phyaique 

lad become eifesnjnato. and Cyrus took no time in defeating 

4 Naboncdiua, who submitted along with his son Belthoaoi 

t* more manly power of the Iranians. The Babylonians 

s* worshippers of idols oi planets like Jupiter and June 

x>nowod from the ideology of the Greeks. Cyrus discourag 

uch idol worship and spread the cause of Zoroasfrianism- 

Zsnophon the Greek auihor of Cyropcedia depicts Cyrus' -ru bag 

policy as generous to his loes and beneficial to his people. 

lie did not in the spirit oi fanaticism, violently suppress one 

creed and on its foundations of ruin, raise the fabric of ano' 1 

introduced ui mid-East, what later began i v^rused 

as the Feudal System in European statecraft. 

His successors followed in his foot-steps and Camby 
^fjected conquest over Egypt, where he began to be acknow- 
ledged as the "descendant of the sun." The Egyptians offered 
devotion to gods and goddesses specially borrowed from 
planetary bodies. The Iranians wore pure monotheists. Hence 
resulted a conflict of religious ideas ecding in wars, in days 
3f yore. Ethiopia, Carthaginia. and Armenia were mvqded 
by Cambysis, Varied situations of war and peace arose for 
he Persians. 

Domestic disturbances made the latter period oi Ccanbys^ 
rule full of trouble for the country. Hystaspes the father of the 
-Treat Darius Hystaspes, became the chief Satrap of Iran. 

DARIUS HYSTASPES 

ie ordinal Persian name of 'his mlghJy prince was 

Daryavush Vishtasp (B. C 521-485). After Cambysis it waf 

proposed by the Iranian people to establish a republic in the 

country; but rebellions began to arise on al! sides, and a 

nonarchioal form of government had ultimately to be decided 

upon. Babylonia under Nehuci^oxincaar. Media under Zath- 

rttis. and Armenia revolted against the central authority of 

Persia; and later, Parthia and Hyicania also followed suit. 

Skit these wens ruthlessly suppressed by Darius, who as is 

idem from the mscriptions at TakhteBihistun in :he rnoun- 

arns of Iran, attributes all his victories to Ahura Mazda— so 

-re and selfless was the spirit of the conqueror. 

13 



Darius extended his conquest as far as Punjab in basher 
and when he had to return to his country,, owing lo Bab: 
once again putting up its head, against the Government of the 
Jay. he subdued on. his way bask the wild coun 
tries of modern Afghanistan and Baluchistan. But the 
greatest achievement lo the credit of Darius is in res 
pert of his mastery of Scythis towards the south of 
Russia whose people were a wandering race, and 
like the Egyptians, mummified their dead- That the an 
Iranians were great navigators could fee evidenced frc: 
fact that Darius crossed the Danube by a bridge cf boats lc 
step into the Scythkm realm- The seven different communities 
under one name of Scythians combined together now lo rests; 
the onslaught of Darius, but to no avaiL The Persian here 
repulsed the Scythians, planted the banner of Kgveh in the 
soil ol Europe first, and on his return subdued Thrace and 
Macedonia. The ancient towns of Miletus. Nexos, Sparta 
Athens play a vary important port in the history of human 
civilisation; and all of them were brought to the forefront by 
the varying conquests of Darius. The great monarch alsc 
requisitioned the services of foreigners, like the Greeks. It 
was hard in those days for the Persons to permanently farm* 

Tubmission a mighty growing people like the Greeks, and 
r.G, rebellions were not uncommon, which Darius quelled with 
a stem hand Two battles — one an s&a and the other on land. 

a and Marathon, weakened the power of the Persians and 
elevated the prestige of the Greeks. After 36 years of dis 
anguished rule Dcrius died ruler of no less lhan 30 kingdoms. 
whose extent ranged from modem Punjab tc France, and frorr. 
Russia to Egypt- 30 royal princes lift his throne as mdicated. 
in the mountain carving in Eihismn near Hamadan, that depicl 
him as "wjsa, glorious, peaoe-loving, incomparable, brave in 
war, eta" 

Modem systems of adnunietration oppear to have their 
;ngin in Darius" scheme of government The country wef 
divided into so many divisions, over each of which was or 
pointed a Satrap corresponding to a governor in the rnoder:; 
sense. His powers were defined as at present Judiciary war- 
i the Executive, and the king's own rep r es entatives, 
sften his relatives supervised the working of the governors by 
ii:prise visits. To Darius goes the world credit of firs* orgnrmt- 
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J system. He engaged the services of runners at 
different stages of the miles and miles of roads, which he first 
built in an organised manner. The long also built rest-houses 
tor travellers on the way and charitable homes for the poor. 

Never before had Iran so great and wise an administrator 
Darius and that too, while he was scoring victory after vte- 
'ary over rebellious nations. Parallel to the Persians, arose 
he Greeks, both in valour and aggression upon other people 
i[ the world. The two rivalled with each other in combat and 
: ;lon r till at last In the days of Xerxes, both land and sea 
torces of the combatants met each other to dtjcade the late of 
lhe world No more glorious march of a conquering monarch 
j neonates the pages of history than that of Xerxes who crossed 
eastornmost line cutting out Europe from Asia. On the other 
hand, the Greeks made mighty preparations while 30me of the 
scattered countries of the south refused to loin them. Xerxes 
halted his cohorts at Thermopylae, a valley whose earth war 
soaked with the combined blood of the Persian and Greek 
-warriors of yore. The Immortals of Xerxes with a heavy 
bearing of arms fought here the brave Spartans in a nie-marable 
bathe. Leomdas the unquestioned leader of the disciplined 
army of the Spartans fell fighting the Persians in the -3rnis o£ 
an immortal glory second to none recorded on the golden 
*p&3e£ of patriotism. 

It was repulse of me - al XerxE.3, who dscidad 

io return to his native place instead ol continuing an aim!' 
tight with the Greeks. On his way back Xerxes subdued 

Phoenicia, Beotia, Thebes, etc 

H in the pass of Thermopylce, Leonidas and the Spartans 
: zlared a victory, the naval battle of Salamis, an island off 
:he coast of Greece,, proved a dub;. ^ess to the Greek 

:ms. A further battle at Platoa revealed disunion and trea- 
chery in the Iranian camp, and Xerxes fell a victim to the mean 
imbition of Ardwera, a military officer. 

The liberation of Greece inspired Egypt to follow suit and 
Artaxerxes IjDngimanu- 1 if . Td long hands? Egypt 

snd Syria. Artaxerxes. also known as Behmen is Avesla 
redeemed ihe Jews whose scriptures are full with laudations 
the actions of Ahaseurus Le. Cyrus who was the first Per- 
sian monarch to redeem Jewish temples- Medic Lyiia. and 
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ol lost Egypt, too went out of the Iranian hold Starilariy, if 
those changeful days the Greeks had as a result of disunitv 
among themselves, fought long in what is known as the Pelc 
pocnesiaii War, and the Persians takina advantage* of lbs Bpijj 
requisitioned !he sarvkce* ol Hopliies, the then to-fcrmed wcr 
rtors of Greece on regular him and Ardaahir Neemun won 
oacfc much of the lost territory. Ardosfair and his success*; 
Ppja k cen tended against a **r*« ol internal rebellions aausac 
by Satraps within and noo-lranian. without in which ed te 
^edited and discomfited enemies of Iran aided in en- way 
ar another. Phillip king of ftfacftdaefe wen Just then creattna 
a strong opposition to the Persian empire as such, and he 
gave shelter to afl disaffected imttors. tfectabsaes. she king 
oj Ejypt was ace mom such ihefterer of the opponents of 
woll as others, wore dlsaaeif -heir vie: 

His*ary at this stage sokes a waned tarn and them arose 

jreeoo the immediate rival of Iran, a mighty woofer whose 

zealous ansJaughia upon the Iranians to urine*** the fallen 

nonour of Greece, greatly succeeded in bringinq about the 

apid tail of Ptersia, While Dariu* CodomanuB £&G 336) vqe 

isting with all his might and a treacheries of the 

AfesaiiderSuiandar Ihw groar was applying a 

free hand in conquering much of the lost territory of Yunan. Le. 

Greece. Having won back Thrace and tllyria, he placed Atte- 

and Parmealo in command of the army to cross th& Belles- 

ponl to en'or Asia. Darius resc ip his post at river 

Granfeus for tt was here that Atojcanefer also braced his 

shoulders to exterminate the power of the Persians The Ira 

Alans planned a quick solution of die military enianglAiDenls 

and Darius ordered a series of ropid mvasiana upon Akiander 

atong the Gramcus. 

The vast amnp of the ftghttng fees covered the plain of 
Issus abouj two miles in breadm. with ihe riser Pinanis flowing 
between the two armies. Darius offered a bitter barae, but the 
fates favoured ths Greek inoiwrch and lssus 'erminaied the 
migrny Achemenkm dynasty. 

Indomitable will was an HStfttioe of Persian charac- 
and though defeated. Darius was never baftled m his attempt 
'9<xjnqu&ring his feet territory. Wrth all lost— family and 
n\& possessions— the last brave Prat **rr»ni- 



des, recouped his lost country when Alexander invaded Egypl 
fo glut hlfl conquering Mat. Before Egrypt. Damascus, th* 

jsurehouse oi Persia oth&r Phoenician Sprits of Tyre a) 
Gam became vtatos of Alexanders tmque&ched thirst 
onquest and borate- Darius pitched the final battle of boo 
fate on the field oi Arbella, with Maze-JS commanding the 
Medians and the Syrians on fee rlejit and 3ysus the Satrap 
of Bactna. on the Is* with himself in fee oea*m 1< was great 

nlan vafeur that resisted, the Greek onslaught; but history 
-rt empires fall but once m one process ol ttme. 
•hough !b*y may me again m another. And Dartus I 
fighting- He died « treacherous death at the hand c: 
oftfwhlle a minister under him. 

U the Greeks lowered the Person flag they scarce did 
uproot the RsrsJan spirit of cxmstont resistance Afexander did 
not merely conquer: he burnt he slaughtered, he razed to 
the earth the monuments of Petelae dianity for Son oi god 
Jupiter Amman as he prided himself to be, his inhuman 
Hans brought about a heap of ruthless ruin, ol Persepous wtlh 
all its Temples of fire, all its palaces, and all its wealth ol 
aekmeo, toroaslrian religion, and knowledge with which Iran 
abounded in those days of Intellectual alary. But such is not 
the mould ol which true heroes are made. Mere aggres 
like Stkandar are but trailed comets on the vacant skies ol 
glorious and lustful passion. Alexander ruined Persia; © I 
death stezed Alexander. Eternal verities assert upon man ana 
his deeds Alexander perished at a short age of 36 (B.C. 3 

Tbo Achcemsnjans were great as architect; they carved 
figures and inscriptions in mountains and h I made 

stem* to recount ihe history of a aps which down till 

the present day has kept alive a glorious chapter in the book 
of time If the fcayaruans erigendored a new social life by 
propagaung a new knth like Zoroos&kmism. and spread 
newer schemes of thought and teelirig, for a number of y* 
ihe Ai^K^menians infused an cavencea p: 
art and industry in politics and economics. They did 
ol prevenf mtersccku\isauon with the peoples of the U I 
hey conquered. They waged no war of religion but of conaj 
to Implant their ferms of dvilisaticn among humanly, an 
oo dolna thay wserdsed no cruelty, thouah none-*.'- were 
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they dele: ruined id carrying forth a new message of the time 
an igncran: and backward mankind. New military end 
naval arts Ln fighting, new methods of communications, such 
as ioads. postal system and new devices of rural development 
and urban advancement were generated in the Achcemenian 
limes, which have remained even after centuries of human 
progress, the fundamenlals of modem art and 6odety. Cyrus 
awoke to give rise lo a new age; Darius was lakl low not in 
rnal vanishment of Persian flame hut to re-awaken in the 
same geography of the human mind under a new dynasty. 

So doth turn the ceaseless wheel of man's constant des- 
tiny, 

THE ASHKANIANS 
Progress is :he law of human life. Every moment we 
advance; we neve? retrograde. So do nations. Time causes 
large and j -uittes down which nations and races des 

cend. Then evolution throws up the same groups of hurnc- 
y, wjth changed ideals and purposes, though with un- 
changed essence of the spirit. This unalterable law gripped 
the soul of Persia too. Soon after Alexander, a political chaos 
reigned supreme from the farthest end of Achcamsnian con 
quest in the west jo the farthest end of Iran in the east Zoraas- 
trianisro held ~ of regenerated man. But the political 

i^ography of the Persian race changed for the lime being, into 
a new system, in which She might and suzerainty of Persia 
uauid not assert itself as in the days of yore. 

In or about B.C. 256, a Parthian leader Ashk by Ben 
declared mdependence from the Greek rulers as far as Bactrjc 
By faith the Ashkhanians were Zaroastrian; by social customs 
i manners they were larqely a mixture of Greek and Roman 
peoples with whom they came in contact tnUitarrily. At 
the Ashkhanians leant towards worship of planetary bodies, 
as did the Romans and the Greeks. Down till today we stand 
before the sun or the moan at prayer time. The founder of 
the Ashkhanian period gradually freed the Persians from the 
clutches of the Greeks by refusing to pay tribute to the Greek 
coffers. 

Ashk's bejf T_-dad. reigned for 33 years during which 
xrptured Hircaiua one of the leading provinces of a decaying 
Greek power, Hfcs successor, Ardwan, recovered Media fron- 
ts 



hands of the Greek foes, who were now specially languish 
Log at the hand of emote Roman antagonist with whom 
now ensued straight wars of the Ashlcanlans. Conquest lose« 
itself, and then it reconquers itseii "History is a process of 
ro^baibarisotfoiL A people made vigorous by arduous physt- 
ra! conditions of life, and driven by increasing exigencies of 
survival leaves Its native habitat, moves down upon a lesr 
vigorous people, conquers, displaces, or absorbs it," This is 
what happened to the Persians re-bom into the Ashkanlans, 

After Hircania and Media, came the turn of Sactria wh. 
i wrenched away from the hands of the weakening Greeks, 

Meherdad The stream of conquesi steadily pursued its 
toward course and Suslana, Babylonia and Assyria fell an 
easy prey to the rising power of the Ashkanians, until at last. 
Mehefdad reached the borders of Hindustan.— river lehelum. 
That was the foundation of the Parthian empire,— from Euph- 
rates in the west to the Hlndukush in the east Even Deme- 
trius the most powerful prince of Syria fell a Sributary ruler 
before the feet of Meherdad- He revived the Achaemenian 
admmistralive system of appointing a governor per each pro- 
xince paying a fixed tribute to the control coffer, with auto 
nomy granted to each of them in ail other matters. Tesephon. 
Ecbatana Hecatomb, and Pyius were me principal capitals 
rrom whence he wielded the sceptre of authority. In order to 
ensure proper democratic forms, ho founded Magistan, the 
first PaTUaraentary government, with a House of Lords and 
Ihe House of Commons, who had power vested m them even 

crown or dethrone monarchs. The Parthian suzerainty 
having been firmly established the Romans under Pompey 
and later Julius Cesser, resolved to dead battle to the kings— 
Forbad 11, Ardwan and others. In the days of Grades, easl 
em Asia such as Armenia and Mesopotamia, was inflow: 
internecine struggles greatly debilitated both the rival powers, 
all at las' Ofodee was murdered (B.C 37), 

A social revolution had already been started by the Par 
thian aristocracy inler-marrying with the Romans. The Farhads- 
named above had already broken loose the social customs 
descending from the wom-oui past Man is oiKirchist by na- 
ture? he is citizen only by suggestion, A great writer has 
wisely sakt "At every step the history of civilisation tec - 
ua haw slight and superficial a structure civilisation is. and 






precariously poised it is upon the apex of a never ejranr* 
volcano oi poor and oppressed barbarism, superstition and 
ignorance. Modernity U a cap superimposed upon the Middle 
Ages, which always rem am." The Persians ruled but the 
Persian society changed Into the iwwor mould* carrying with 
re of Greek and Roman blood What race upon 

:arth ovinias in lis vemt the singular blood oi lis once£ 
tors? But every race, every nation is a mingled single oi 
seserauatis that nature steadily bears m her womb. The 
-ssence remained as Par«— Achaemenlan. Ashkanlan. Par 
'hkro — but me external forma changed to keep the inner 
kernel alive and flourishing from one stage oi time to another. 

VOLOGASES 

VoJogases she kisS ol the great Paribxms. ccsne 
power UKX>. 57) and during his 27 year* of rule revived no: 
the politico! ascendency o? Fwmia, but also the power of 
the Zaxoaslrian Imth. His conic mporary was the celebrate 
Nero who ruled Homo to her fall in flames. Vologoses offered 
double battle lo the inveterate foe on all sides. Tho Romanr 
realised the power and valour of tho Parthiane and extern 
hand of peace and friendship, which lasted reasonably long 
The Pehelavi term for Vologasoe Is VaBehash, which is 
immersed in literary gold in the history of th© age. 

In the later period ol the dynasty, internecine quarrels far 
throne or for territory — the not uncommon heritage of the time 

-softened the strong bones of the country built to power and 
position- into total weakness, till at last, the Roman 
wearier. Trcicn- found in the situation, his oppor t unity 
lo rise to strength. Khusrao the last of the princes worth 
naming, lost the Parthian peace. After Khusrao 5 death 

A.D 130) the PoTthiam and the Romans under Hadrian, had 
varying successes and defeats, till at last Va!kbash IE 
Marcus Aureliue fought ool bitwesn them the frnrt battles of 
existence as sovereign power. As Panhkz descended ic 
and Home and her parts scatlerod themselves lo fkxr 
destruction, each merely could plan the 
vigour of manliness and bravery of spirit ^ave place Jc 
downfall of both tiie emplr. 

The Parthian centre queered with light and power k>r no 

hern aboil SCO years, and toe A-nkariqns ended leavnr.-j 
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o new lore* in Persian history to carry forward the fire of 
goroastrian thought, feeling and even sovereign power. 

Decline and decay are the lot of states, countries, empires. 
We grow, we ripe, and we then rot. How well has a German 
philosopher referred to such decline and loll in reference to 
the West I "You aro dead. I see In you all tho typical stig- 
mata of decay. Your msBtutians, your democracy, your cor 

ion. your gigantic cities, your science- your art. your 
gocloiism. your atheism, your philosophy, even your math* 
.r.ctics are precise V those thai characterized the dying i leges 
of rm c < * nt states." Verily, perhaps the "ancient states*' the 
learned author had In mind, were Greek. Raman, and even 
AshkankBL 

Time restlessly marches an, and after the loll oi the Far- 
ihfcms there arose once again the* same Persian race en the 
line of evolution with Scrssaa on its crest History is cir- 
cular; everything that goes up must came down. Do we pro 
Tress when one class of rule, one group of rulers pass away 
ijiving place to another? Civilisations progress; human thought 
improves; men and women cnange. Yet, progress is but ths 
su r fa c e turbulence ol a sea, which in its depths is changeless 
and still. Prom Parthiane once again the Iranian race leaps 
fo rwar d Id life and action, lo progress and civilisation, tt U 
new Leaders hi p, inspired with newer science of war and peace. 
Zoroastrianism tills the vacant space with regenerate 
strength, and a new time disposes the mind and heart of Ihe 
earth, "What is, has been and will be. Only fashions 
change. They changed, but the reafiry rernameA Tho stern 
foot hold of ban mat was, in centuries gone by. revived with 
the breath ol Babak. ihe SoK^nnkm chfrftoin. 

Was II all chance that dethroned monarchies and reetar* 
ed them Id Lie and activity in the process oi lime? Wrote Fre 
detidt the Greai "The older one becomes, the more is one I 
suaded mat His Sacred Majesty, CJiance, does 3/4th* ol the 
work of Iks miserable universe"* If human life itself is chance, 
now can it not be believed mat the rise and fall of empires 
is also but chance ? 

SASSANIAN EMPIRE 

Firdaufli has fetes wiih us all through the past dark ages 
oj history and he has guided ihe pen ol even the mightiest 



among wrii&ja. With the Achcemenicns, history began 
in stone, and it continuad till later days until the karate period 
of the Sassanians terminated ao late as the times of Ye2ds- 
zard the last monarch of the dynasty. When Eurpp-i.-a.ri scho- 
lars like Bawlinson, Sykes, and others began to . . then 
selves in mid-Asian problems after the fail of the Arabs they 
read ou] to the world true facts in history about the Persians 
thai were ruffled in the times of recklesc; Mohammedan ' rule 
Rawiinson went from mountain to mountain and scoured hHls 
and plains and presented to rrie world the Sassanian empire- 
:he glory and greatness of a mighty mid-age. Rawifnson in 
vestlgated the cimeiform. science of the Romans in order ic 
substantiate his questioned gurus. 

Sassanian Iran extended over 15 lakhs of square miles, 
with Caucasus in the north, the Indus m the east, the African 
continent in the south, and Asia Minor in the west Ker 
mania— the Garden oi Iran, Gadrasia. Dranjiana, modem 
Khorasan. Tabrisian, Maaandaran--the Paradise of the Earth 
— Media with Hamadan as its capital Susiana or modem Khu- 
jislan, and Balkh Bami — the Land of Fortune' — and last but no' 
least Armenia, — these formed the major soul of Sasscmicm 
prosperity, boJh economic and polHical. Add to these. Mesa 
potamia, Iberia, flow known as Georgia. Coldhis, Kurdistan, 
and Albania, and you have the unbounded geography of the 
Sassanian periocL one of world's greatest in history. Fruits 
vegetables, wine, grain grew in abundance and fed an im- 
quesuonably large race that established besides conquest 
and kingdom, literature, arts, science and other advanced 
forms of civilisation. 

The language changed from Zend A vesta to Pehekm Pa- 
zand What religious writings Zaralhushtra had: let behind and 
were preserved in the Libraries of Persepolis were bumi to ashes 
by Alexander in on indulgent moment of drink and vice with a 
leud paramour It is staled by some historians that he bore 
in him Iranian blood from his mother's side. And when hi-? 
coffin was being taken far final rites he had both his hand? 
hanging outside empty in show to the world the emptiness of 
human life, Zarathusbtra wrote 21 Nusks or chapters dealing 
wilh such subjects cs Prayer, Good and Evil, Earth. Air, Water 
Sky, ever. Agriculture, descending into social and political 
aphy, The Nusks containing the whole of the Iranian 



wisdom have been lost to us. The Sassanians revived the 
. ms from whai nook and cornsr they could be obtained 
where they found the channel deep and grave they 

bridged it with the new scheme of thought of Iheir own. 

The Persian soil has ever remained sacred to the Per- 
-3. Bom of the soil, the Mazdoyasnians, have had a vary- 
ing change of life and death. They expelled the conquerors, 
after they loss the battle at the band of the conquerors who 
occupied their soil Repetition of this truth once again occurred 
when the Sassanians drove out the Parthians in occupation 
be country, under Ardashir who defeated the Parthian chief 
Ardwan- Sassan was of the fourth descendency after the 
loyal member of the Achosmanian line, who had left for India 
in safety. This Sassan was married by Babak to his daughter 
lo bring about a political union between the house oi Parthia 
and the house of Sassan. 

ARDASHIREBABAKAN 

Ardashir. the son of Babak's daughter, initiates a new 
heroic period in the Persian history, for. brave tike the great 
Cyras, he was also like him. the child of fortune so that 
when he and his followers began to rise in power 
and possessions, his enemy Parthia languished and 
her sons weakened themselves to nun at last Arda- 
r had a hard time of it quelling rebellions in which 
Romans played a very greo" parL Thereupon. Ardashir 
invaded Syria ruled by Severus the Roman emperor, and 
drove Him off beyond the western boundaries of AAfct, Tj 
Romans had placed puppets in Syria, in Armenia and other 
p'aoes, all of whom lost at the hand of Ardashir, His was a 
iroubied rule (226 AJ3.— 240) for he had to replace the arown 
PCM the glory that had vanished, by demolishing fee neads 
thcrl had falsely put it on in me name of Iran and the Iranians. 
He resuscitated in the territories he had won back, the sacred 
dictates of Zoroastnrmiam and revived the- creed where it had 
decayed. In matters of internal adminiairatSon he followed 
mainly the line oi 'he Acbceraenians* Satraps or vi 
were appointed to govern the provinces; military education 
became compulsory so as to strengthen the hands of the State 
in matters of defence. Judges were nominated under his 
I direction so that strict principles » could be 






can-tad out without any obstacle from any party hi ins mono- 
gemont at the government. He farther took up the **»»—? of 
toe ogrlcultufis^ so as 10 advance production Cor the people. 

SHAhTOORI 

Shahpoar. ifae immediate successor of ArdaBhir, was bo:*, 
in a sequestered place as a result of family ireach eiy . one 
nursed to youth and lilt In bard circumstances, oifecied greater 
caoquaatft cw Rome than even his muleeesM He lowed 
the Roman Bag at Mwiir ' n nitn by tMer jti ni the Raaxm 
prince Goroaan. and before the latter wo* assassinated. Shah- 
poor restored Niesibus. Anticchus and the adjoining territories 
to Iran. till at Last Philip sought peace. The world o* Europe wo* 
then in the throes of a political upheaval, on the crest of which 
came up the Roman chieftain Valerian who** peace offers to 
Shahpoar were not acceptable to him. and Shahpoor resolvea 
to advance further untU be reached the eastern parts ci 
Greece Siiecia Cappadosia, Asia Minor. Tarsus feB an easy 
prey to his victorious hand so that the Roman rulers of the day 
deemed sagacity to be the belter part of valour, and Odtna 
thug of Palmyra presented trlbi/ary arms to King Sbahpoor 

The SassanSan archeology and cuneiform knowledge 
traced to the age of which w© are speaking, declare 
Shahpoar to be ovsrHrtrfct towards hie conquered foe; : 
history re a anJed ft and times ctemanded it In 
defence of Zoraastriaftism he bad to suppress with 
an iron hand the rising creed of Manichelsm, (the gospel ol 
Manl a pointer by evocation and a Christian convert), which 
may correspond to modem joddJsm on its ocanomic sid~ 
and freedom of will and worship, on the religious- The idee 
logy propagated by Marti seriously dashed with the settled 
prevalence of the principles both of the faith and the economic 
and political poUcy of the Stole; and when the empire was 
in the building how could Shahpoar no! put his firm foot down 
upon the new heresies perhaps leading to confusion and mal- 
practice* in the country ? Shahpoor consulted the Priests of 
the day before transporting Mani out of the country. But the 
Christianity that had penetrated Manecheism was too power 
ful an element far the new age throbbing m Iran, and the 
foot hold acquired by Man! developed Into a broad phase. 

U 



until flehram the successor of Shahpoor executed the 'Pro 
phef as Mani daimed to be, of a new faith. 

Again a tnom e^' of peaaeless and advene tolernecine 
atriie sei in both among the Iranians and the Romans, and the 
two confiicung powers rivalled with each other lor supre 
macy, sometimes the one and at others the other, holding 
mastery, Caru* th© Roman chief, dragged his followers as 
tor as Mesopotamia. He failed due to the assassination at 
!h© chief at the band of his own men. Armenia, the reman 
able conquest of ArdVxsbJr-e-Babok, was lost to the Iranians 
after hafJ a century of dominance under Iran. Even the Crimea 
feature as a toctor in Asia to be accounted during the reign 
of Behram who gave shelter to Mamgo, the Chinese chiei 
when ho escaped lo Iran. 

Narsi the (successor of Behram. defeated Galerius the 
Roman prince In three battles, and got bock the territories lost 
by Behram, The social commixture of the Iranians with the 
Greeks continued lor Into the successors of Narsi namely 
Horcnaz and Shahpoor IL 

SHAHPOOR 11 

Shahpoor on his accession, changed the capilaE from 
-join to Istakhro; and during his tang rule of 70 yearr 
CAD. 30&OTI revived the lost power and prestige of the Ira- 
nians. B m kle# the E u ropean Inv ad ers, Shahpoor bad to face 
anot h g r enemy of the Stale in lhe person of the Arabs, who 
as a growing race proved lo be an inveterate too of Iran. 
Taher, the Arab chlet was driven far into Yemen, and then 
Shahpoor "Zulkltaf ' crossed over to Arabia to offer straight 
light to the Arabs. 

The Christians spared no time to do away with Shah- 
poors mastery by raising revolts against him wherever pos- 
sible, and Shahpoar had to deal with them ^ordin ary Con 
stonnne the founder of the famous town of Constant inopie 
QsiambooU, prepared for invasion of Iran, and Shahpoor 
ied up his loins to meet the Romans in one more battle. 
Mesopotamia and other provinces west of Syria fell to the 
conquering strength of the Persian king. He advanced as for 
as Smgara. and before he could finish with the Raman chap 
ter, Shahpoor had an urgent call of duty in his own home' 






country to drive away the Huns, a wild and savage Iribe, 
known as the Massagatcet in the Achcernenian times. Shah- 
poor had the ill fate of not having faithful friends and col- 
leagues, who someliraes due to intermarriage with the Romans 
and at others, satisfaction of political ambitions, resigned 
patriotism for a mess of pottage; yet Shahpoor held his own 
bravely, and drove away the Roto cms beyond the borders of 
Asia. Julian the successor of Constantino was driven away 
beyond the hills of Samara, till at last Jovian who succeeded 
Julian sought peace with Shahpoor. After him came? Valence, 
and war again began with Persia lasting for no less than 
5 years ending in peace favourable to Shahpoor whereafter 
lie died leaving a glorious tradiOon behind him of security 
Jor his country, defence of his religion and mercy towards 
The foe. Shahpoor s corns indicate on the reverse- side lire 
burning with Parsee pr.este standing in worship, which goes 
It show how devoted he was to the cull of Zoroastrianisni, 
se cause he greatly advanced- 

NAOSHIRWAN THE JUST 

After a lull at □ oriel period during which weak: 
;ichs swayed the destinies of Iran, came the era of 
Behrerm-e-Goor — Behram who loved the game of killing the 
wild boar, about whom the poet Omar Khayyam has a happy 
reference. 3ohram developed the arts of farming and agricul 
while battling s!il] with his enemisd. Shariar, the Hindu 
prince refused to pay the usual tribute to Behram. and India 
to be invaded During the succeeding reigns ol Yezde- 
zard, Phrru2, Palash. and Kobad, great and mighty were the 
wars fought with the Romans, with the result that a balance 
of power was brought about between the contending foes. 
The extended region to the west of Iran became the centre cf 
fight for rivalry in which neither party could claim victory 
definitely. Iron had to battle an many from: Khusru I. 

Naosherwan afterwards known as Naosherwan e-Adel. (the 
Prince of lusbce) resolutely suppressed Roman and Arab 
savagery by fighting decisive battles on one hrmd and build- 
ing a reign of peace on the olher. When Lezica fell with 
Johannes* Iran extended beyond the Black Sea. Gibbon, the 
famous historian, depicts these brave conquests in o highly 
turssque encomium, for when no less a prince than the great 

26 



Jushnicn sought peace with Iran, the latler Sailed on the apex 
of world glory. Dagisthius, the Roman chief- made desperate 
effort to drive the Iranians back: lo their previous occupa: 
tout Petra fee St nghold of Iron on the border oi the Black 
Sea could not be won back. Naoshrrwan used to employ 
even non-Iranian commanders to lead his armies against the 
enemies of Iran — so effectively iust was his admin i stratum. 
Cofltomporaneous^y. the Turkish nation arose south oi the 
Jagzaries under then- leader Bortazlna who had spread the 
Turkish authority as far as Mongolia- China and Kamas 
chatka on the easl to the .sen oi Azov in the west. Dteabui, 
the successor at Bertaziria- though! wisdom to be the better 
pari of valour, and sought peace with Naoshirwan much lo the 
displeasure ol the Romans, the one time allies of the Turks, 
The Arabs a rising race as noted above, also Similarly sought 
alliance with Naoshirwan against the combined conspiracy of 
die Christians and the Abyssinkms. Reausrng the power of 
Naoshirwan, the Romans under their king Justin, signed terms 
cf peace paying tribute to the Persians. But the Romans did 
not long continue harmonious relations with the conquerors 
who found themselves without a great and good leader, when 
Naoshirwan died, leavmg the empire an shoulders too 
weak to carry on with the burden, Naoshirwan" s : 
Is remarkable for the introduction of large-scale agricultural 
impTovemenls, encouragement to trade and Industry, freedom 
of worship and system of justice by which even the humblesl 
could find total removal of oppression at the hand of officials. 
He also founded numerous schools and colleges for advance- 
ment of education and learning. To him is due the found- 
ation and progress of medicinal science and literature in their 
various aspects. The immortal Tales of Kalileh and Damneh 
by Pilpai or Sidpai, which contain all worldly philosophy, 
were written under his patronage. He held religious and 
philosophical discussions an conferences of sages and savants 
that gathered iram as far regions as India and China, which 
worn led by the great wise man of the court, ouzariamehei. 
The game oi chess was first introduced m his rekrru 

KHUSRAO PARVS 

O: .pressors of Naoshirwan, none shines so brightly 

ao Parviz (590-628, A.D.J who ruled a period of 
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turmoil but left an undying legacy to ihe world in the farm of 
music as science, ot art and of culture. The Takhie Taqdie was 
a unique canting of a throne that deckled colourful changes 
as the sun entered different stages of time in ihe day. The 
great sculptor. Farhad lived during his reign— Farbad's love 
far Khusrao's wife Shirin has been recorded in Persian history 
as thai of Majnoon far Laiki and Vamen for Uzra and even 
thai of Borneo far Juliet so remarkably dramatized by Shakes- 
peare. In the successive periods of Kobad Ardashir HI and 
Yesdezard Shehertar. a deep darkness of anarchy prevailed 
until toe unchedtafale rise of the Arab Muslim power un 
Khaleef Abubakra set at nought any effort on the part of the 
Iranians to stand on their own. Varying fcrte made sometimes 
victor of the Iranian, and at others of the Muslim Arch, a 
at last the latter under Sa od-fata Abu Vakkas encamped near 
(^jodasja. a village on the border of Nadiaf rivulet AJ>. 636, 
and defeated the Frisians who lost their evw-eciuruering Eton 
Jard — ICavyani Dararsh — at the hand of the Arabs. Hot satisfied 
with this, the Arabs achieved one more victory at Nehavand 
south of Hamadan. where Yezaeaand lost the remnant of the 
Persian empire, and himself became a victim of trea cher o u s 
murder at the hand of the ruler ol Merv where he was iak 
shelter to recoup his lost army, The Arabs waited in Depu- 
tation upon Yezdazard with a view to pursuading him to auir 
mil to the Muslim governmen , : but the last of the Persian 
heroes proudly refused even to drink a drought of water from 
the hands of the DeputotJonists and resigned himself to the 
will of God. The Arabs thereafter became the masters of Iran, 
and there they are for the last 1300 years and mare, witfaruina- 
< km of ail thai made Iran the gtory and ijisliIjwi of the world 
in the days of Shahpoor and Nonehtneon and JChusrao Parviz, 
The chastity of Parse* womanhood is beat illustrated by 
Khaiun Banco, and Meher Banoo— two daughters of Yezde- 
■zard — who instead of submitting to the conquering will of the 
Muslims, sought shelter, the former in Haft Ajar— the home of 
■hetr ancestors— and the latter in Gorab. The "bunogar "— 

;aer cheerfully sat down lo milk the cow lor the royal pr. 
cess, but the cow kicked and the milk -was spilt on the ground 
and IChertun Bonos deeply disappointed at Nature's adverse 
force prayed to Ahura Mazda to receive her back and the 
story runs that a chasm opened wide and Khatun disappear- 
ed. The place is even today revered by the term — n ' 
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yjg near Yesd- And so did also Meher Bona©, Dar-e-dn 
was for long Uw place of pilgrimage for Peruana where cows 
yMJt slaughtered annually in revenge for the ill deed of the 
b^ragar'A cow; and it was Manakil Hantarla who with the 
help of leading Parsees of Bombay, like MeherwanJi Panday, 
Manakji Patot Manakji Petit Khorshodjl Coma, Dtoshaw 
peal, got tho killing of the cows stopped and a tomb raised 
at the place, with the co-operation or tho Persian government 
Similar memorial was raised at Koh^<Jhakmaku in honour 
it Hayat Banoo, a third daughter of the last unfortunate Prince 
ol Persia. Yezdezard. 

EXODUS TO INDIA 

Muslim fanaticism dictated Islam on the unwilling rjfl 
unsubdued soul of the Iranians; some weakly submitted, 
many resisted and met with capital puninhmenJ (or their 
honour, for their religion, same found asylum m hidden oaves 
end caverns, some made honourable terms oj peace to live in 
the land Itself collectively in Ihe island of Orruuz; but some 
drilled their eyes to the benign and b-pnevoUsnt land of the 
1 linduo from where deputations of good will had often arrived 
in Persia at the invjtadon of her princes. Wo, Parsees, aim 
a lakh In number, are the descendants ol thoee refugees — 
handful in number, energetic m spirit, loyal to :ho Slate and 
friends ol all humanity. In the absence of moans of travel 
and transport that modem times extend to us. what misery, 
what distress, what hardships, the founders of the Indian 
Pttrsos community must have borne- The first re fugees land- 
ed at Dru and then settled at Santon where Rana ladhav of 
blessed memory, welcomed them— on the borders of Bombay. 
In Gujarat, the hrsl settlement of Parsees in mala. Some a? a 
also supposed to have entered India by the northern door; 
but we were never unwelcome anywhere for wo promised to 
loyally stand by the counlry and the ktog. Surely, when the 
Gujarat prinaes had to fight with the Muslims, the Parsees 
fought along with the Hindus shoulder lo shoulder m dslence 
ot India and her rich possessions. 'Tear not O Prince, on 
account of this army; ail ci us are ready to scatter the heads 
ol thy foes; and wo will fight as long as a drop of blood 
remains in our veins. "So said Ardashir Kotewal* the chief 
oi the Parsee soldiers. The invasion of Mohammed Shah 






Toghiog, was repelled by the Hindus largely with the help 
of the brave Persians that had found protection in this land 
( 1346). The varying fortune* of war with the Muslim con 
quomrs, led the Parses* to ■caller themselves all along the 
western eoast-lino of India, and though we spread as distant 
as Dohra Doon and Delhi our main settlement devel o ped In 
Gujarat with Sural as our trading and industrial centre and 
NaDSnrl as the rel: »:ous mainland. 

WITH AKBAR 

During the reign of Akbar we gained access !o the Mug 
Um Darbar when Dastoor Mohoril Rana Imparted Zoroastrian 
tenets lo the free-thinking prince and the lottos; in return 
acknowledged the greatness of the Parsee race by allowing 
thsa large pieces of land whereon to build the foundations of 
the community's prosperity. We began lo settle some of c 
temal disputes among ourselves as regards our religious cere 
monies, our calendar, and our soda) restraints. We must there 
fore, consult our original remnants at Khorasan Ln iron: and holy 
parsons who could ardently surJor for She purity of their faith 
visited our birthplace and brought back knowledge contained 
In the celebrated Revayetg, that unfolded the original doc 
tiinofl on which we were to be guided in the hour of our Biray 
tag away, or of dispute. Dhaniisha Mcmjlsha, Changa Asa, 
Kama Vorah, Asphandiyai Sohrcb Kaus Kama. Karndin 
Shahpoor. Kaus Mahiyar are same of the noteworthy names 
round which centres this :b!e period of our mtellectua! 

and spiritual growth and ckTiflcatian. 

Nanman Hushang was the first to visit Persia lo 
enquire what ceremonies were needed to keep in tact 
tho whole Parsee fold. Kama Asa followed him an 1527. 
and brought wilh him far our study and lUumination Arda 
viraf Nameh from Persia- Behmen Aspandiar, C1B28) another 
visitor produced Vishtasp Yesht. Visparad which enabled us 
lo see the light for us. These and others greyly reduced th* 
ceremonial feuds that once became the serious promoters of 
schism in u?- 

BRITISH EHA 

With the dawn of British era. the Parsees etpandrtd them- 
selves rapidly, as they found In ihe new age an opportunity 
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ror their inherent talents — commercial, industrial, and mist 
Jectual, They divided Themselves into two unnecessary fog 
uons — Kadmis and Shc-honshahis — during the Kabisa quarrel 
'■ which some of the most thoughtful members of the com 
:n unity were grossly involved The Pterskm calendar laid 
down 360 days of the year and added 5 Gatba days, making 
up the total of 36S. They also added at the end of every 
120 years one manlh calculating the movement of the sun 
by an addition of S hours and 54 seconds. In India 
those who stood by the addition- -Kabisa- got the name of 
Kadmis. while others who rejected this mathematical quiddity, 
were dubbed Shehenshahts, Both the sects even today 
by o month's period, so that while the Kadmis have their New 
Year in August the others have it in September. But In tho 
new age we ccr& living in. we rarely reckon the difference, *5 
tightly is the skein of the community wrapped. 

When the East India Company laid Its stronghold in Sural 
'the British found in the Pftrn+s a highly intelligent race 
whose services could be utilised in various direction*. They 
found in the Wadias excellent master-builders of ships (for 
trad* m those early days was caiiied on in sailing ships), in 
the Pandays and Patels industrious developers of towns and 
:*a. in the Dubashees and Dalals rich contractors and 
brokers of business in every article on a very large scale. 
The Parsee found in the now regime a wide scope few the 
exercise oj his genius in all directions, so that lamshedJee 
MeebhaJ founded a huge business in China, the Banajl* in 
Bengal the Sheths in Bombay, the Petite in Bombay and in 
"jwtja of Gujarat It was an heroic period for the Parsees same 
if whom travelled over lo England to acquire knowledge of 
arts and industries. Not that the Parsee was a favoured race, 
for the British entertained a sense of equality and justice for 
'ill— buj that the Parsee found a new freedom for all the latent 
powers he had brought with him to this country os a heritage 
from Ihe land of his birth 



Safe and free in India, between 1750 and 1850 and or* 

is. we achieved some of the glories and prosperities w* 

justly deserved as a constructive people in the land of 

our odopcon. Com bay, Deooa. Ahmedabad in Gujarat. Thana, 

Ahmednagcr, Poena etc In the Deccan. soon began to become 



principal stations of our business. Iraae and industry. Th» 
Bctlsb admired the great lead we were giving to other com 
nuajitios to the country, and emuktfed the fflnrnple* set by 
us to them so that they too, eould advance their social and 
economic bene (its. Our adapilbiltty to newer British environ - 
meals infused in us their way of life Reforms In various 
directions sometimes created in us disputes. spUmsg US up 
into two vast camps,— orthodox and le fa nmas , which with- 
out harming the essence of our belie! antagonised a part 
against the majority. 

The Parsee earned from the land to give It back an 
hundredfold, so that the grand charities showered on the 
country by the Joejeebhcds, the Jehangirs, the Banails, ih* 
Camas, the Paleb, the Pan-days, left a permanent impress 
upon the popular mind that did not fcriHo utter the oft-repeat 
ed verdict "Parses! thy name Is charity-" 
• « • 

The hch pneeywinii of the sacred grounds of oar Towers 
of Silence at Malabar Hill can be historically traced to a state- 
ment made by Di, Fryer in 167], as follows: --"On the other 
side of the great inlet to the sea is a groat point abutting or 
Old Woman's Island, and is catted Malabar HilL " * " on 
the lop oi all is a Parsee tomb lately raised!" The first 
Tower oi Stlemos was built by Htrii Wachhc an ancestor of 
the modem Wa c ha ga r a dhis 

PANCHATAT 

One of the main features of Hindu caste government was 
government by a Panea lb. Five Elders. Our a ssockri l o n 
with the new hosts demanded that we, too, should have a 
Pancbayat to settle aur communal questions and further our 
communal Interest*. Therefore, loading kanilies like, Ban an 
Jamehedjeo leojosfahni, Pate!, Ponday, Coma and others 
organised the Parsee Pancbayat. which was given later 
legal authority by William Hornby, Governor of Bom- 
bay, the principal strong-hold oi the Parsees. to ex 
erase even force upon those members of the com 
mutiny, who proved recalcitrant. 11778). The first lawfully 
constituted Pcmchayet functioned from 1-1-1767 and besides 
maintaining ihe funds donated by the mace philanthropic mem- 
bers oi the community, the Panchayet reservedly exercised 
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communal control over the Parsees in ge n er al. Then came the 
Parsee Law Commission. (i&52> presided ever by Arnold, and 
instituted by Sir EraJan Perry the famous Bombay 3udgo. at ths 
instance of Borradaiie — all noble and sympathetic 'Topi- 
wallas" who sat the community going on the firm bctsia of 
unchallengeable law. 

Similar were the appreciations made by the British in 
various fields of public activity, so that at the instance of Khan 
Saheb D. D. Khambalta and Pudumit Pestanii the Parsees 
were lust tnt^ucsd m Volunteer military service, Tbey form- 
ed the celebrated Poena Volunteer Corps, noted for its sue* 
cessful career in various British campaigns. And the British 
were amply rewarded for their reposing confidence in the 
loyally of the community; to quote an instance, Sergeant 
Nimuchwalkx having proved the sharpest marksman was 
appointed a high officer in the British training camp during 
the First World War, (19141. We had our differences with 
the same Government, for during the regime oi Governor 
Phillip Wodehouse we were misapprebensi very persecuted on 
the ground that we started a communal riot against the Mus- 
lims. It was a 'terrible ordeal and the Parsee leaders with 
Sir Jamshedjee Jeejeebhoy at the head settled the Issue ami 
cably. Two note — 1, cause, killing of dogs by Govcrnmen' 
wounding the religious eueosptlblnues of oux Hindu brethren; 
2- cause, Jehangjr Gandhi's translation of an English essay 
an Mohammad a&ending the religious feelings of the Muslims 
—could bring to light the physical stamina of the Parsees com- 
parable to that of any other In the counhy. 

ZDROASTFuAN IRAKIS 

After the fall of our Empire, marry of our ancestors lived 
rrocy, on mountain, tops and in the heart of the w 
They kept alive the Zoroaatrian faith 



Such Zofaastriap Irojua in Khorassan, ihe cream of Persian 
life and character, as wero left behind to suffer lor the pre 
serration of some of the sanctities of ths race, must be saved; 
and accordingly , a Zoroastrian Amelioration Society was ses 
afoot under 1he ardent and benevolent supervision of Manetk3t 
Petit, assisted by Manaktt Hantaria and cordially supported by 
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'he British ambassadors in the court of Teheran, This Society 
ir**d the Persian Pqrsees from the unholy and tyrannic tax 
-ailed the ]awa or capitation lax imposed by the Muslim kings 
upon us in Persia simply tor holding different religious prm 
.-iples from what the Muslims did. 

Though extirpated as a race by iniprudenl violence of 
Muslim fanaticism, our Zorocitrian blood refused (a be peni 
'ontly dried up in the veins oi springing youth. Yeid, Karman. 
rjnd Teheran harboured numbers of essen Holly Zoroastrian 
men, women and children, with Islamic assumption compelled 
upon them by force oi economic circumstances. In the course 
oi lasi 100 yean many oi the Zofoastriana from ban came* 
to India and more particularly lo Bombay, Having settled 
themselves there with the help oi She local Parsis, they 
oeriously thought of bettering th» lot of those left behind at 
r'ozd and at Kerman. 

Under the leadership of the late Mi. PestonJi CursheUi 
Irani and the late Mr- Dinshaw Joejeebhoy, the Iranian Zoroas 
trlan Anjurnan oi Bombay was established. In its initial stage 
it received such, encouragement and inspired so much confi- 
dence that larger numbers oi Iranians who settled in Bombay 
came forward with money and moral support to help this insls- 

so in order lo extend help to their co-religionists in Iran. 

Mr, Pestonji Dcssabhoy Marker opened schools and set 
afoot an orphanage at Yezd and Mr. Gustad Khodadad chari 
(ably established a maternity home. Others of smaller means 
fid ffaelr bit towards Ihe uplift of their co-rollgionkats. 

This activity of three decades ago roused the keen con 
sci en ce of Indian Parsees who ollfc wards kwro ed Ihe Iran 
League to render ail academic service possible to Iran as a 
country In general and to our brothers and sisters particularly 
tn ban. We have thus raised a central monumental 
roramunal structure in Iran, the land of our abandon- 
ment lo restrain Iron destiny from totally uprooting us, and 
b e rwffion that country and India a regular channel of mutual 
assisiomce has been beneficially opened up. These thou- 
lands might some time in the history of mankind, usher in 
an effective revolution in human thought in co-operation with 
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the Parsees of India, They ore more rapidly modernised 
than their Indian confreres, which is no-- as much 

as the efforts of the Iranian Zoroastrian Anjuman may be said 
10 bearing ample fruits. 

OUR PATRIOTISM 

Besides building numerous Educational and Medical 
establishments all throughout the country, and contributing 
nor share towards the uplift of the poor and backward 
members of Ihe Indian society, without any consideration of 
caste, creed or community, we shared the hardest battles of 
Sett-Government for the country on constitutional Lines, and 
in that ccttnecuon the names of Dadabhm Naoroli — the politi 
cal Guru of Mahatma Gandhi — and of Pherozoshah Mehta 
the founder of civic self-government in India will be for 
remembered. In foci, the Parseee were the pioneer foundorE 
o* the Indian National Congress, and out of their teaching 
took the sound birh of all constitutional political agitation in 
favour of Swaraj — hrat propagated by Dadabhai. later picked 
up by other sections af the Indian coramur. 

We decorate today the past pages la 3 heroic 

period. Go where you will and the name of Parsee in any 
field of life will errupt to crown the glory of the raee- 

The Parses Is not a quantity apart from the whole of the 
flowing national life. He may roam the world; but his 
home is this country, Thorofore, he has to adapt himsell 
tc the political environments that emerge from day to day to 
the g ener al advantage of the country as a whole. The new 
world in the making is not for shirkers. Who dares, he akne 
can do. 

No Parsee as such, has disowned the originality of his 
faith so far, though with regard to its observance, opinions 
have differed. But that Is the psychological wave that Is 
sweeping past the whole world. The belly makes the so- 
ciety; and the Parsee of today would do well in scouring sea.: 
and exploring mountains So fill hJo belly by the rnfcyht of h: r - 
righteous arm, Thorc is in him ingrained the virtue) of effi 
dency, If only he cultivate his talent in the proper direction. 
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Though old in years, thjs country is new in qqb. ll is 
a magnificent field in which lo struggle only to succeed. 
Full of conflicts though we may be, a harmony can be: evolved 
leading to unlly oi purpose. Keep aiooi and you cry your- 
self to ruin. Mix with the crowd and the Parsee leads 10 
victory. The Parses is sail a true patriot of which the Gov- 
ernment are fully warned. The Parser hales nc one. 
Me hoE lived down into ages with this outlook upon 
life. He ia strong, (vir fortta), and therefore,- hates no' 
one. He strives to conceive things as they are in themselves., 
and to remove the obstacles to true knowledge, which arises 
from hatred, anger, envy, mockery, pride etc hie has cd 
broken the traditional chains of communalism — in tact, that 
Is the social history of the Parse© wherever he has been; and 
the Stats owes not a little to ihe Parsee for pointing the way 
and adorning ths tale of social freedom m. this our country 
uf rejuvinated manhood. Order within leads lo success with- 
out; and the Parsee must set his house in order — every home 
an independent entity — and the country's crown will be set 
an his head. The essence of democracy — education — is his 
universal privilege; he has io man the fide of vast millions — 
educated and otherwise — that may attempt to elbow him out 
in competence and sufficiency. He Is a devoted servant of 
the country and as such he must live through the future as, 

uch he has lived in the past. 

The whole world has been opened out to him since the 
country's Independence he loo, has fought for; and now through 
this country to conquer the world should be his masterly ambi- 
tion" — neither by vice nor by evil — -the antagonists at his 
Prophet, but, by the magnitude of his intellectual vigour and 
the divine force of his spiritual adventure. He must hold fast 
lo the religion of his fathers. It is the sacred torch thai must 
fire his soul in every one of his ads and in every one of his 
thoughts. 
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